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Bengall Language where thoughts of different
fields inter-mingle.
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A Different Protestant tone in the Assamese Novel

Monalisa Ghosh

A review of the history of Assamese political novels of the 20th century shows that
this range is not very large. In 1928 Dandinath Kalita's novel 'Sadhana' is considered
as the first political novel. This was followed in 1931 by Daivachandra Talukdar's
'Apurna’, the second Assamese political novel and both novels were essentially
Gandhian novels. Gandhi's ideology, village-centric socio-political thought and
modern positive outlook on freedom movement are all reflected in these two novels.
'Apoorna' also shows a bit of regionalism. But both these novels give more
importance to the events. The novel is very direct which does not allow the reader
to think too much. The main attraction of the novel is the psychological explanation,
the tension, the dialectic relationship nothing the reader finds. As if some limitation
prevents the perfection of the novel. A quote by Govindaprasad Sharma is worth
quoting here. He said - "Aru Karti, the deen of Sadhana, has been greatly hindered
by the social organization Kamat Agbarat Samaj, who follows Gandhi's ideals and
the ideals of regionalism, but why Teolok's mind has created a reaction to that
obstacle, there is no sign of it in the novel."

Translation: "Following the ideals of Sadhana Deenabandhu and Kartik Gandhi and
the ideals of regionalism, they came forward in the work of social organization and
were severely hindered by a section of the society, but the reaction to that obstacle
is not indicated in this novel."
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